Intestinal absorption and enterohepatic circulation of folic acid: effect of ethanol.
This study sought to determine the intestinal in vivo absorption of folic acid by the whole intestine, and the appearance of this compound in bile in control and ethanol-fed rats. Intestinal folic acid absorption in rats with the bile duct cannulated decreased in ethanol-fed rats with respect to control rats. This difference was significant at 1 and 2.5 microM concentrations of folic acid. This result is in contrast with previous work in our laboratory on rats with intact bile ducts, where ethanol-fed rats had an increase in folic acid absorption. The results obtained in the present work suggest an impaired enterohepatic recycling of folic acid in ethanol-fed rats.